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House bills

Section 6 of H.R. 3200 would permit a
servicemember to elect in writing not to be
covered under the Traumatic Injury Protec-
tion program. A servicemember who declines
coverage would be able to elect coverage at
a later date upon written application, proof
of good health, and in compliances with
terms or conditions as may be prescribed by
the Secretary, but coverage would apply
only with respect to injuries occurring after
a subsequent election. In any case, a service-
member would be required to be insured
under SGLI to participate in Traumatic In-
jury Protection.

Senate bill

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.
Compromise agreement

The Committees agree to further explore
this provision during the course of their
oversight responsibilities of the Traumatic
Injury Protection program.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased we
are considering this bill today. As my col-
leagues are aware, Public Law 109-13, the
Emergency Supplemental, included provisions
which made changes to VA’s insurance pro-
gram for active duty servicemembers and vet-
erans. However, these changes expire on
September 30, 2005.

H.R. 3200, as amended, would: Repeal sec-
tion 1012 of the Supplemental, the section
dealing with the insurance changes, and re-
place it with the text of H.R. 3200, as amend-
ed; make permanent the increase from
$250,000 to  $400,000 in  maximum
Servicemembers’ Group and Veterans’ Group
Life Insurance coverage; make permanent the
increments of SGLI coverage from $10,000 to
$50,000; and require the military service Sec-
retary concerned to notify a servicemember’s
spouse, in writing, if the servicemember de-
clines SGLI or chooses an amount less than
the maximum, as well as notify the spouse if
someone other than the spouse or child is
designated as the policyholders’ beneficiary.

Similar language was included in H.R. 2046,
which passed the House on May 23rd of this
year.

The spousal notification language does not
apply to the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance
program.

There were no public hearings prior to
House and Senate passage of the defense
emergency supplemental. In June, the Sub-
committee on Disability Assistance and Memo-
rial Affairs, chaired by JEFF MILLER of Florida,
held a hearing on the provisions included in
today’s bill, and it is supported by the Adminis-
tration and veterans groups.

H.R. 3200, as amended, will ensure the cur-
rent $400,000 maximum level of insurance
coverage is available to millions of active duty
servicemembers, Reservists, and veterans, as
well as commissioned members of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and the Public Health Service. | cannot under-
estimate the impact of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud Chairman MILLER
and Ms. BERKLEY, the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs, for their hard work and ac-
tive participation in crafting this bill, as well as
the subcommittee vice chairman, JEB BRAD-
LEY. This has indeed been a team effort.

| also want to thank the subcommittee staffs
on both sides of the aisle—Paige McManus,
Chris McNamee, and Mary Ellen McCarthy.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Speaker, as the original increase in
SGLI and VGLI expire at midnight this Friday,
| urge my colleagues to support the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance En-
hancement Act.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) that the House
suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendment to the bill, H.R.
3200.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate amendment was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3200.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

UNITED STATES GRAIN STAND-
ARDS ACT REAUTHORIZATION

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 17562) to amend the
United States Grain Standards Act to
reauthorize that Act.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1752

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Sections 7(j)(4), TA1)(3),
7D, 19, and 21(e) of the United States Grains
Standards Act (7 U.S.C. 79())(4), T9a(1)(3), 79d,
87h, 87j(e)) are amended by striking ‘2005’
each place it appears and inserting ‘2015.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) take effect on Sep-
tember 30, 2005.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE).

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
S. 1752, a bill to reauthorize the U.S.
Grain Standards Act. The other body
passed this bill by unanimous consent
last week, and I look forward to its
swift approval today as the act expires
September 30, 2005.

This bill is identical to the language
that the administration provided Con-
gress earlier this year. The bill is a
simple 10-year extension of current
law. It will reauthorize the Secretary’s

September 28, 2005

authority to charge and collect fees to
cover costs of inspection and weighing
services and to receive appropriated
dollars for standardization and compli-
ance activities.

The House Subcommittee on General
Farm Commodities and Risk Manage-
ment of the Committee on Agriculture
held a hearing on May 24, 2005, to re-
view the U.S. Grain Standards Act.
Testimony provided on behalf of the
National Grain and Feed Association
and the North American Export Grain
Association highlighted the need for
the U.S. grain industry to remain cost-
competitive for bulk exports of U.S.
grains and oilseeds in the future.

The American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, the American Soybean Associa-
tion, the National Association of
Wheat Growers, the National Corn
Growers Association, the National
Grain Sorghum Producers, and the
American Association of Grain Inspec-
tion and Weighing Agencies all voiced
support for this legislation.

The U.S. Grain Standards Act first
became law in 1916. In the intervening
89 years, Congress has reauthorized and
amended the U.S. Grain Standards Act
so that the law could adapt to changes
in grain production, grain marketing,
crop diversity, competitive pressure,
and fiscal constraints.

The U.S. Grain Standards Act has
served agriculture and our Nation well.
For nearly a century, it has provided
for standard marketing terms, grades
and weights and facilitated domestic
and international marketing of our
farmers’ production. Among its many
responsibilities, the Federal Grain In-
spection Service establishes and main-
tains official grades for our Nation’s
crop production, promotes the uniform
application of official grades, provides
for the official weighing and grading at
export locations, provides Federal
oversight of weighing and grading done
by States, and investigates complaints
or discrepancies reported by importers.
Passage of this bill ensures the con-
tinuity of these standards and the op-
portunity for our farmers to remain
competitive in the world marketplace.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

I thank the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. PETERSON), the ranking
member of the committee, for his co-
operation in working with us to bring
this legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1752 is a bill to reauthorize
the U.S. Grain Standards Act. The other body
passed this bill by unanimous consent last
week. Timely approval of this bill is important
because the current law expires September
30, 2005.

This bill is identical to the language the Ad-
ministration provided Congress earlier this
year. This bill is a simple 10-year extension of
current law.

The House Agriculture Subcommittee on
General Farm Commodities and Risk Manage-
ment held a hearing on May 24, 2005 to re-
view the U.S. Grain Standards Act. Testimony
provided on behalf of the National Grain and
Feed Association and the North American Ex-
port Grain Association highlighted the need for
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